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Welcome, thank you for coming. You are here because we value your experiences and we want to hear your perspective on PrEP for transgender women. In 2014 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo detailed a three-point plan to move us closer to the end of the AIDS epidemic in New York State. The goal is to reduce the number of new HIV infections to just 750 (from an estimated 3,000) by the end of 2020 and achieve the first ever decrease in HIV prevalence in New York State.The three-point plan:1. Identifies persons with HIV who remain undiagnosed and link them to health care.2. Links and retains persons diagnosed with HIV in health care to maximize virus suppression so they remain healthy and prevent further transmission.3. Facilitates access to Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) for high-risk persons to keep them HIV negative.Today’s event is an important step in our efforts for point #3.Transgender and Gender Non-conforming people are members of a community that is put at high risk for HIV due to a complex matrix of psychosocial, legal, social and physical factors. This is a diverse community that encompasses a wide array of unique needs which correspond to each identity. The scope of today’s event is intentionally set specifically on transgender women so that we have the time to more fully and thoughtfully discuss the issues that are unique to this group. 
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New York State and Governor Cuomo is supportive of LGBT rights which includes health care and coverage. In January 2016 Governor Cuomo announces new regulations protecting transgender New Yorkers from discrimination. In February 2017 Governor Cuomo issues directive to state education department school districts must protect transgender students. Also in February 2017 Governor Cuomo announces executive action banning coverage of conversion therapy. In August 2017 Gov. Cuomo announced that health insurers cannot discriminate or deny coverage based on gender identity.In New York State we are continually working to advance equality for and protect the well being of transgender and gender nonconforming people. We became the first in the nation to issue state-wide regulations prohibiting harassment and discrimination on the basis of gender identity or transgender status; we made it clear that transgender students in this State are expressly protected from discrimination; and we told health insurers that they cannot deny coverage to, or otherwise discriminate against, people based on their gender identity.But we have work to do...
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…because trans women are particularly vulnerable to HIV infection due to complex factors. We see this reflected in the evidence:We are seeing a rise in new HIV diagnoses among trans women in New York State: increasing from 1.4% of all diagnoses in 2010 to 2.8% in 2016.Adolescent transgender females ages 13-24 accounted for the largest share (42%) of new diagnosis among transgender females, followed by ages 25-34 comprising 35%.Nearly all transgender females reported transmission risk as sexual risk (92% of new HIV diagnoses in 2010 - 2016).*************Trans women of color, particularly Hispanic and black trans women, are disproportionately affected by HIV in New York State. Most of transgender females newly diagnosed with HIV infection in 2010 - 2016 were Hispanic (43%). An additional 39% were Non-Hispanic Black.This data is showing us that young trans women of color who report their transmission risk as sexual risk are carrying a disproportionate burden of HIV. This is why ensuring access to and retention in PrEP for trans women is the focus of today.
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Please

• Share your ideas

• Exchange 
information

• Be creative
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As we go through the day we ask that you please:Share your ideas. Your experiences are important and we want to hear them.Exchange information. Your knowledge and understanding could help someone else here today. Utilize this opportunity to network with one another.Be creative. We face complex challenges and need to look at them from different angles to develop solutions. Your perspectives will help illuminate the way.Thank you again for being here. We are looking forward to a lively and informative day.
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